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Solar Technology that works for you
     Difference between Solar Street Light vs. Traditional On-Grid Street Light

More solar street lights are being installed worldwide and are slowly taking over as the way 
to illuminate the streets at night, but what are their differences? Why are solar street light 
systems being used now instead of bringing in the electric current and using a traditional 
street light? Here are a few differences and reasons these new systems are becoming so 
popular.

There are two primary types of street light systems: off-grid and grid-tied. Off grid solar 
lights use no power from the grid and produce their own self-sustaining power on each 
pole, allowing for a zero electric bill for the life span of the system and produce green, clean 
energy.

Grid tied street light systems feed off grid power and require extensive infrastructure works 
(trenches/junction boxes, cabling, etc.) and on-going power supply.



Traditional On-Grid Street Lighting 
involves a great deal of planning, 
effort and equipment.
Many components and continuous 
power supply and maintenance.

For years, traditional street lights 
do not take into consideration 
any specific tailored 
requirements; the “one shoe fits 
all” approach is often adopted 
with mixed and patching results. 
Spacing, light levels and even 
power consumption are not 
taken into consideration. 
Traditional old style street lights 
are slowly being switched out for 
newer solar energy lights.
What does all this mean in 
comparison? If you are dealing 
with a new project or an area 
where grid power doesn’t already 
exist and / or is difficult to bring 
in, off-grid solar integrated 
lighting systems is the way to go.

In the end, knowing what your requirements are, understanding the cost differences between going solar and installing 
traditional electrical lights will help determine what the best course of action is.
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Simple, but durable
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